
 

 

About WISE 
WISE is a nonprofit member driven organization  
founded in 1993. Serving the central Massachusetts  
community, WISE is a premier lifelong learning  
program that offers adult intellectual stimulation,  
socialization and personal growth. WISE is a  
member of the Road Scholar Lifelong Learning Network. 
 
  

About Lifelong Learning 
Lifelong learning offers many benefits to our members  
who seek engagement and meaning in retirement.   
Major benefits include:  
  

Perpetuating education of older learners 
Increasing an understanding of self & society  
Promoting an active and engaged lifestyle 
Opportunity to expand social circles 
Utilizing lifelong work skills in leadership opportunities 

 
 

Join Our Community Online 
We invite you to join our active community by  
registering for online classes as a Summer Participant  
or becoming a Fall or Full Year member.  
Read through the information contained in this catalog,  
and contact the WISE office if you have any questions.  
We look forward to your participation and engagement  
with our organization utilizing our new online format. 
 
 

In this Catalog 
Course Fees & Registration page 2 
WISE Calendar page 2 
WISE FAQ & Office Info page 3 
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Course Fees 
Fees are paid online through your WISE account. Individual course fees are $18-$45 per course.  
If you are not already a WISE member and do not have a Summer Participant account, you can 
create one on our website at assumptionwise.org, click on the “Join WISE” box and follow the 
prompts. 
 

Registration 
Online Registration begins May 6, 2020. All participants must pay all course fees prior to 
attending class. Only paid and registered members will receive the Zoom link to the 
course. If you do not have a WISE member account, you must sign up as a Summer 
Participant. Registration will remain open while there is available space in the course.  Once 

you register online, you will receive a confirmation email for courses in which you are enrolled.  
Please see the website information on the next page. 
 

 

Registration Assistance 
Please contact the WISE Office at wise@assumption.edu to request a video or phone 
appointment for one-on-one assistance. We can show you how to login, set up a WISE profile, 
register and pay for classes or set up an academic year WISE membership on your own!  

 

Zoom Assistance 
We are conducting WISE Zoom Coffee Hours on Mondays from 10-11am starting May 4 to help 
you feel comfortable with the Zoom application that we are using for online classes. Bring your 
coffee or tea while you enjoy some tips during these informative sessions and meet other WISE 
members. Send an email to wise@assumption.edu for the Zoom link or view our events calendar 
listed on our website at assumptionwise.org, we look forward to meeting you online! 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Summer 2020 Academic Calendar 
 

June 8, 2020:  Summer Term with online classes begins 
July 1, 2020:   Membership renewals for Full year & Fall members 
July 21, 2020:  Summer Term Ends  
August 4, 2020:  WISE Fall catalog available (date subject to change)  
August 18, 2020:  Registration for WISE Fall 2020 term 

  

mailto:wise@assumption.edu
mailto:wise@assumption.edu
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Answers to WISE FAQ 
 

Course Selection: WISE members and Summer 

Participants may register for as many online 

courses as they wish to pay for. There are many 

interesting courses listed in this catalog, and we 

ask that you carefully review each topic before 

making your choices. If you find that you cannot 

participate in a course that you selected, please 

notify the WISE office to have yourself removed 

from the class roster so another member may 

attend. See the Refund policy section for refund 

information. Your consideration in this matter is 

appreciated. 
 

Waitlist: WISE is pleased to offer a registration 

capacity of up to 95 participants for most 

courses. Therefore, in the event that we reach full 

capacity, please reach out to WISE at 

wise@assumption.edu to request more 

information regarding availability for any course 

listed as full. 

 

Holidays: WISE follows the Assumption 

College holiday calendar.  If the college is 

closed, the WISE Office will also not be 

available on that day. Members are informed of 

holiday closures by email and on the WISE 

website. 
 

Cancellations: Any individual class 

cancellations and make-up class meetings are 

announced by email and posted on the WISE 

website. Courses may be cancelled due to low 

enrollment or other unusual circumstances. If all 

meetings of a course are cancelled, a refund will 

be issued.  
 

Refund Policy: No refunds will be issued after 

the summer classes have begun. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WISE Office Information 
 

Location  Campus access is currently restricted, please use email address listed below 

Hours   Monday-Thursday 9:00 am-2:00 pm 

Email  wise@assumption.edu            

Web   http://assumptionwise.org/  

Voicemail  (508) 767-7513     

  

mailto:wise@assumption.edu
http://assumptionwise.org/
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SUMMER ONLINE PROGRAM 2020
 

S1.  War and American Diplomacy 

Mondays & Wednesdays, 3:00-4:30 pm 

Dates: June 8, 10, 15, 17, 22  Fee: $45 

This course will look at the evolution of American wartime diplomacy from the founding of the Republic to the 

Cold War.  In the interest of time we will look at five specific conflicts in order to discern what consistencies 

exist and how goals have changed over 200 plus years.  Conflicts to be discussed include the Revolution, the 

Civil War, WWI, WWII, and the Cold War and Beyond. 

ZOOM LINK: Sent to paid and registered members before the start of course. 

CLASS LIMIT: 95 

INSTRUCTOR:  Jed Watters is a former Assumption history professor and retired naval officer.  He has taught 

many courses with WISE  

REQUIRED BOOK: Diplomacy by Henry Kissinger, Simon and Shuster, reprint edition 1995. ISBN: 

9780671510992 
 

 

S2. The Leaders of the French Impressionists  

Tuesdays & Thursdays, 10:00-11:30am 

Dates: June 9, 11, 16, 18, 23  Fee: $45 

We’ll explore the paintings of six key Impressionists who illustrate the varied social status, styles and subject 

matter of these avant-garde artists.  We will begin with the revolutionary work of Edward Manet who was 

introduced to the Impressionists by Berthe Morisot.  Camille Pissarro was a landscape painter who was the only 

Impressionist to exhibit in all eight Impressionist exhibitions.  Edgar Degas, a painter of everyday Parisian life, 

considered himself a realist amongst the Impressionists.  The works of Pierre-Auguste Renoir, a figure painter, 

and Claude Monet, a landscape painter, became icons of Impressionism. 

ZOOM LINK: Sent to paid and registered members before the start of course. 

CLASS LIMIT: 95 

INSTRUCTOR: Martha Chiarchiaro has brought history to life through art of the times for more than 30 years.  

She received her Master’s degree in the History of Art from Williams College and offers a variety of art history 

lectures at the Worcester Art Museum and local cultural organizations.   Her specialty courses related to specific 

periods, artists and activities provide a more in-depth look at the life and times of the people who are a part of 

the exploration. Martha’s love of the Impressionists has prompted several trips to France to visit a variety of 

museums as well as Monet’s gardens at Giverny. 

NO REQUIRED BOOKS 
 

 

S3.  From the Moon to the Cosmos – Planting the Seeds to Writing 

Monday-Wednesday 1:00-2:00 pm 

Dates: June 8, 9, 10   Fee: $27 

How do you begin to write? You stare at a piece of paper or computer screen, say to yourself, “OK, I can write 

whatever I want,” and your brain becomes paralyzed as though a steel door came down. This writing workshop 

will provide a seed to begin writing. Using a prompt, in this case a familiar object, we will engage in two 

exercises that feed off each other. The first is a straight-forward description. The second is where imagination 

sets in. 

ZOOM LINK: Sent to paid and registered members before the start of course. 

CLASS LIMIT: 15 

GROUP LEADER: Eve Rifkah is the co-founder and artistic director of Poetry Oasis, Inc. and co-editor of the 

literary journal Diner. She is author of two full length and three chapbooks of poetry and a winner in the 2002-

03 Worcester County Poetry Association contest.  She has an MFA in Creative Writing from Vermont College. 

NO REQUIRED BOOKS: The Instructor will email a packet of materials. 
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S4.  The Serious Side of Broadway Musicals 

Fridays 10:00 -11:30 am 

June 12, 19, 26, July 10, 17  Fee: $45 

Musical theater is often considered light fare and lacking the gravitas of serious subjects dealt with in more 

dramatic plays.  But that can be deceiving.  This course will discuss the important social and moral issues raised 

by many of the great musicals from the Broadway stage, while we will also hear much of the memorable music 

from these productions.  Included in the course will be music and songs from George and Ira Gershwin’s 

production of “Porgy and Bess”; Rogers and Hammerstein’s “South Pacific” and “Carousel”; Bernstein and 

Sondheim’s “West Side Story”; Lerner and Lowe’s “My Fair Lady”; Andrew Lloyd’ Webber’s “Evita”; Lionel 

Bart’s “Oliver”; and Lin-Manual Miranda’s “Hamilton”. 

ZOOM LINK: Sent to paid and registered members before the start of course. 

CLASS LIMIT: 95 

INSTRUCTOR: Joe Corn spent most of his professional career working as an engineer.  He has also taught in 

the NYC school system, Springfield Technical Community College, Penn State University, and worked as a 

technical instructor for Moore Products.  Joe has taught numerous music and technology course for WISE and is 

a former WISE President. 

NO REQUIRED BOOKS 

 

 

S5.  From Walden to Wachusett 

Tuesday and Thursday, 1:00-2:30pm  

June 16, 18    Fee: $18 

Through the magic of ZOOM, we will examine the life and times of Henry David Thoreau’s 1843 travelogue, A 

Walk to Wachusett. An initial classroom meeting to discuss the travelogue will prime us and set the stage. On 

our virtual field trip we will visit Walden Pond and other cultural locations known to Thoreau, “experience” the 

natural landscape as he would have seen it in Bolton and Lancaster, and culminate atop the peak of Mount 

Wachusett. We will spend some time with the birds, trees and plants mentioned in Thoreau’s essay and consider 

how the landscape has transformed since his journey and what to expect from climate change. Participants will 

gain an understanding of the context of the Central Massachusetts landscape in the 1840’s, compare 

components of the biofauna then and now, and come away with a list of interesting places to explore on your 

own. 

ZOOM LINK: Sent to paid and registered members before the start of course. 

CLASS LIMIT:  95 

INSTRUCTOR: Martha Gach is Conservation Coordinator at Mass Audubon’s Broad Meadow Brook in 

Worcester and also teaches environmental science and climate change at Worcester State University.  Her PhD 

in Ecology and Evolutionary Biology is from the University of Michigan.  Connecting people to landscape and 

how landscapes change through time have been themes in her career. 

FOR THE FIRST CLASS: Read A Walk to Wachusett, available online at 
http://monadnock.net/thoreau/wachusett.html 
REQUIRED BOOKS: A Walk to Wachusett by Henry D. Thoreau in Littleworth, 2001. ISBN:978-

1478153948.Henry David Thoreau, Collected Essays and Poems, ISBN: 978-1883011956.   

 

 

S6.  Summer in the Cinema 

Tuesdays, 1:00-2:00 pm 

Dates: June 23, July 7, 14  Fee: $27 

It’s summertime and the living is easy.  Dust off your flip flops and come join us as we discuss and view 

intriguing films set in getaway locales both close and remote. Our survey will include films with characters 

http://monadnock.net/thoreau/wachusett.html
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whose exotic excursions, weekend outings, or holiday activities have been detoured or derailed by unexpected 

developments by cultural differences, personality quirks, and emotional baggage. Participants will view films 

ahead of time and then discuss at each ZOOM class meeting. 

ZOOM LINK: Sent to paid and registered members before the start of course. 

CLASS LIMIT: 95 

INSTRUCTOR: Jeff Long has taught film studies courses for WISE, Becker College, and elsewhere. He has 

also reviewed movies for the Worcester Telegram & Gazette. He is the author of Remembered Childhoods: A 

Guide to Autobiography and Memoirs of Childhood and Youth (2007). 

NO REQUIRED BOOKS  

 

 

S7.  American History in Five Songs 

Mondays & Wednesdays, 10:00-11:30 am 

Dates: July 6, 8, 13, 15, 20  Fee: $45 

Cultural texts like songs offer a unique and vital window into understanding our history.  In this course we will 

use five songs from “The Star Spangled Banner and “John Brown’s Body/The Battle Hymn of the Republic” to 

“America the Beautiful”, “This Land is Your Land,” and Bruce Springsteen’s “American Skin (41 Shots)” to 

analyze two centuries of American history. 

ZOOM LINK: Sent to paid and registered members before the start of course. 

CLASS LIMIT: 95 

INSTRUCTOR: Ben Railton is Professor of English Studies and American Studies at Fitchburg State 

University.  He is the author of five books, most recently: We the People: The 500-Year Battle over Who is an 

American. He writes a daily American Studies blog and the biweekly “Considering History” column for the 

Saturday Evening Post online. 

NO REQUIRED BOOKS 

 

 

S8.  A Massachusetts Regiment in the Civil War  

Mondays & Wednesdays, 3:00-4:30 pm 

July 6, 8, 13, 15, 20    Fee: $45 

The Civil War is a vast subject.  We will focus on the life of one Union regiment through the course of the war.  

The 1st Regiment of Massachusetts Volunteer Heavy Artillery began its recruitment in spring 1861 with most 

of its members coming from Essex County, MA.  The Regiment was deployed to the forts defending 

Washington DC and afterwards fought in the Battle of Spotsylvania and the Siege of Petersburg.  Topics 

include recruiting bonuses; music of the Civil War; medical treatment; soldiers’ letters home; prisoners of war; 

and widows’ pensions.   

ZOOM LINK: Sent to paid and registered members before the start of course. 

CLASS LIMIT: 95 

INSTRUCTOR: David Nevard is a retired IT professional with a lifelong interest in history.  He taught at 

Osher Lifelong Learning at Brandeis (BOLLI) and with WISE.  The Civil War course grew out of a family 

history project.  David’s great-great-grandfather, John Louis Harris, served in the 1st Massachusetts Volunteer 

Heavy Artillery Regiment from 1861 – 1864. 

OPTIONAL BOOK:  History of the First Regiment of Heavy Artillery Massachusetts Volunteers, by Alfred 

Seelye Roe and Charles Nutt.  Paperback, April 25, 2010. Available on Amazon and for free at: 

https://archive.org/details/historyoffirstre00roea/page/n6. Selections from this book as well as articles will be 

distributed by email. 

 

 

 

https://archive.org/details/historyoffirstre00roea/page/n6
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S9. Sports and Society 

Tuesdays & Thursdays, 10:00-11:30 am 

Dates: July 7, 9, 14, 16, 21  Fee: $45 

This course will address a variety of social, economic and legal issues related to sports in America with a 

primary emphasis on intercollegiate sports.  Topics include the role of athletics in higher education; balancing 

athletic achievement and academics; NCAA academic policies; sports and the admissions process (including 

recent college admissions scandal); compensating college athletes; the impact of professional sports draft rules 

on college athletics; emerging state laws and NCAA policy on student athlete marketing of intellectual 

property; unionization of college athletes; NCAA enforcement policies and sanctions; the revenue impact of 

big-time college sports; Title IX and women’s sports equality; and the college football playoff and bowl game 

structure. We will also examine the issues of gambling in sports; the head injury conundrum; professional sports 

leagues’ policies and sanctions on player misconduct; and national anthem protests.     

ZOOM Link: Sent to paid and registered members before the start of course. 

CLASS LIMIT: 95 

INSTRUCTOR: Jack S. Ross, III has taught many courses in the WISE Program focusing on constitutional law 

and the Supreme Court.  He also has a background in sports journalism and is an avid observer of college 

sports.  He holds degrees from Yale University and the University of Virginia School of Law.  

NO REQUIRED BOOKS: Readings will be emailed prior to classes.

 
 
 

Join us online this summer! 


