
 

 

About WISE 
WISE is a nonprofit member driven organization  
founded in 1993. Serving the central Massachusetts  
community, WISE is a premier lifelong learning  
program that offers adult intellectual stimulation,  
socialization and personal growth. WISE is a  
member of the Road Scholar Lifelong Learning Network. 
 
  

About Lifelong Learning 
Lifelong learning offers many benefits to our members  
who seek engagement and meaning in retirement.   
Major benefits include:  
  

Perpetuating education of older learners 
Increasing an understanding of self & society  
Promoting an active and engaged lifestyle 
Opportunity to expand social circles 
Utilizing lifelong work skills in leadership opportunities 

 
 

Join Our Community Online 
We invite you to join our active community by  
by becoming a Fall or Full Year member.  
Read through the information contained in this catalog,  
and contact the WISE office if you have any questions.  
We look forward to your participation and engagement  
with our organization utilizing our new online format. 
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Membership Fees 
Fees are paid online through your WISE account: $265 for the full year and $165 for Fall 
membership. If you are not already a WISE member, you can become one on our website at 
assumptionwise.org; click on the quick link on the home page and follow the prompts. 
 

Registration 
Online Registration begins August 18, 2020. All participants must pay membership fees 
prior to attending class. Only paid and registered members will receive the Zoom link to 
the course. If you do not have a WISE member account, please create one by clicking on the 
quick link on the home page of our website. Registration will remain open while there is 
available space in the course.  Once you register online, you will receive a confirmation email 
for courses in which you are enrolled and Zoom email reminders the morning of each 
class.  Please see the website information on the next page. 
 

Registration Assistance 
Please contact the WISE Office at wise@assumption.edu to request a video or phone 
appointment for one-on-one assistance. We can show you how to login, set up a WISE profile, 
register and pay for classes or set up an academic year WISE membership on your own!  

 

Zoom Assistance 
We are conducting WISE Zoom Coffee Hours on Mondays from 10-11am in July and August to 
help you feel comfortable with the Zoom application that we are using for online classes. Enjoy 
your coffee or tea while you receive some tips during these informative sessions and meet other 
WISE members. Refer to https://assumptionwise.org/using-Zoom for the Zoom link or view our 
events calendar listed on our website at assumptionwise.org. We look forward to meeting you 
online! 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Fall 2020 Academic Calendar 
  

August 18, 2020:  Registration for WISE Fall 2020 term 
September 10, 2020: Session A classes begin 
October 19, 2020:  Session A classes end 
October 26, 2020:  Session B classes begin 
December 4, 2020:  Session B classes end 
 

           *Please see https://assumptionwise.org for clubs and Special Interest Group meeting dates 
 

  

mailto:wise@assumption.edu
https://assumptionwise.org/using-Zoom
https://assumptionwise.org/
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Answers to WISE FAQ 
 

Course Selection: WISE members may register 

for as many online courses as they wish. There 

are many interesting courses listed in this 

catalog, and we ask that you carefully review 

each topic before making your choices. If you 

find that you cannot participate in a course that 

you selected, please notify the WISE office to 

have yourself removed from the class roster so 

another member may attend. See the Refund 

policy section for refund information. Your 

consideration in this matter is appreciated. 
 

Waitlist: WISE is pleased to offer a registration 

capacity of up to 95 participants for most 

courses. Therefore, in the event that we reach full 

capacity, please reach out to WISE at 

wise@assumption.edu to request more 

information regarding availability for any course 

listed as full. 

 

Holidays: WISE follows the Assumption 

University holiday calendar.  If the university is 

closed, the WISE Office will also not be 

available on that day. Members are informed of 

holiday closures by email, on the WISE website 

and announced in classes. 
 

Cancellations: Any individual class 

cancellations and make-up class meetings are 

announced by email and posted on the WISE 

website. Courses may be cancelled due to low 

enrollment or other unusual circumstances.  
 

Refund Policy: Refund requests before classes 

begin will be considered on a case to case basis 

by the Director. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WISE Office Information 
 

Location  Campus access is currently restricted; please use email address listed below 

Hours   Monday-Thursday, 9:00am-2:00pm, Friday,  9:00am -12:00pm 

Email  wise@assumption.edu            

Web   http://assumptionwise.org/  

Voicemail  (508) 767-7513     

 

 

 

mailto:wise@assumption.edu
http://assumptionwise.org/
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FALL ONLINE PROGRAM 2020 

 

A Session: September/October 

A1.  Flannery O’Connor and the Haunted South  

Mondays 10:00 - 11:30 am 

September 14, 21, October 5, 12, 19 

This course will look at Flannery O’Connor’s life in context through a biographical sketch and 

especially in her works. We will read one novel and two short stories. Flannery is arguably one 

of the greatest American writers, especially in the genre of the short story. She was deeply 

religious, remarkably witty and brilliant. Writing in the Southern Gothic tradition,  

she opens a surprising and transcendent world to us through violence, the grotesque, and the  

outsider.*Note: there are racist threads in Flannery’s writing which will be discussed in class. 

ZOOM LINK: Sent to paid and registered members before the start of course. 

CLASS LIMIT: 95 

INSTRUCTOR:  Tim Burger is rector of St. Luke’s Episcopal Church in Worcester.  He 

studied at the University of GA (Literature and Philosophy), The General Seminary, NYC 

(Divinity); Union Seminary, NYC (Religion and Literature), and is currently working on his  

MFA at Sewanee: The University of the South.  He has a love of southern writers including  

Flannery O’Connor. 

REQUIRED BOOKS: Flannery O’Connor, Wise Blood, Macmillan: FSG Classics.  ISBN 

10:0374515360.  Flannery O’Connor, The Complete Short Stories, Macmillan: FSG Classics 

ISBN 10P0374515360. 
 

 

A2. The Odyssey, part 2 

Mondays 1:00 - 2:30 pm 

September 14, 21, October 5, 12, 19 

This is the second part of a ten-week course on Homer’s Odyssey. Whereas, in the first part of the course, we 

followed Odysseus on his epic journey from the killing fields at Troy, around the Mediterranean, back to his 

home on the island of Ithaca, the concluding five weeks of the course will deal with the intrigues, disguises, 

betrayals, battles, recognitions and reunions through which the hero finally reclaims his royal birthright. I 

eagerly await the moment when those who set out with us last spring may resume the journey in the fall. Other 

members wishing to join us are welcome but you would be well advised to read books 1 through 15 of The 

Odyssey before the first class meeting. 

ZOOM LINK: Sent to paid and registered members before the start of course. 

CLASS LIMIT: 95 

INSTRUCTOR: Lillian Corti earned a doctorate in Comparative Literature at the City University of 

New York (1984). She taught ancient classics in translation at Tulsa University, the University of Alaska 

Fairbanks, and at the Athens Center for the North West Council of Study Abroad (2004).She 

participated in an NIH Institute on Homer and Oral Traditions at the University of Arizona in Tucson 

(1994) and has published a book-length study of the myth of Medea. 

REQUIRED BOOK:  Homer. The Odyssey.Trans. Emily Wilson. Norton: NYC 2019. 
 

 

A3.  Cells: Life at Its Most Fundamental 

Mondays 3:00 - 4:30 pm 

September 14, 21, October 5, 12, 19 

In this course we will discuss some basic biology of cells, the fundamental units of all living organisms, ranging 

from simple microbes to complex creatures like ourselves. After a brief overlook of the tree of life, we will 
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discuss microorganisms, including those that inhabit our bodies. We’ll then explore the specializations that 

occur during human development, including the pivotal roles played by stem cells. Finally, we’ll discuss cancer, 

when normal cellular controls are broken. 

ZOOM LINK: Sent to paid and registered members before the start of course. 

CLASS LIMIT: 95 

GROUP LEADER:  Clare O’Connor received her PhD from Purdue University and did postdoctoral research 

at Caltech and UCLA. She was a research scientist at the Worcester Foundation for Experimental Biology for 

11 years before becoming a faculty member in the Biology Department at Boston College. She taught courses in 

biochemistry, genetics and cell biology for 23 years before retirement. 

NO REQUIRED BOOKS 
 

 

A4.  Of Thee I Sing 

Tuesdays 9:30 - 11:00 am 

September 15, 22, 29, October 6, 13 

From the return of “love it or leave it” and renewed attention to Colin Kaepernick’s anthem protests to debates 

over the New York Times’ 1619 Project, the last couple of years has featured a number of prominent discussions 

center around critiques of America.  But these are simply the latest salvos in a foundational and ongoing contest 

between celebratory and critical patriotisms.  Examining these competing forms of patriotism helps us better 

understand and take part in current debates. 

ZOOM LINK: Sent to paid and registered members before the start of course. 

CLASS LIMIT: 95 

INSTRUCTOR: Benjamin Railton is a Professor of English and American Studies at Fitchburg State 

University.  He is author of five books, most recently We the People: The 500-Year Battle Over Who’s 

American, 2019, History and Hope in American Literature: Models of Critical Patriotism, 2016.  He also 

maintains the daily American Studies blog, contributes public American Studies scholarship to many other sites 

including the monthly Saturday Evening Post Considering History column, and is a Boston Chapter leader of 

the Scholar Strategy Network. 

NO REQUIRED BOOKS 
 

 

A5.  Masters of the Italian Renaissance 

Tuesdays 1:00 – 2:30 pm 

September 15, 22, 29, October 6, 13 

We will begin our exploration with the paintings of Giotto and Masaccio who provided the foundation for the 

Italian Renaissance in the early 14th and 15th centuries. The sculpture of Donatello and the painting of 

Botticelli will illustrate the rebirth of classical images. The beauty of the High Renaissance will be seen in the 

paintings and sculptures of Leonardo, Raphael and Michelangelo. 

ZOOM LINK: Sent to paid and registered members before the start of course. 

CLASS LIMIT:  95 

INSTRUCTOR: Martha Chiarchiaro has brought history to life through the art of the times for more than 30 

years. She received her Masters degree in the History of Art from Williams College. She furthered her study of 

the Italian Renaissance during a academic year in the country and working in Rome. Martha currently teaches a 

variety of art history courses at the Worcester Art Museum and other cultural organizations. Her courses related 

to specific periods, artists and activities provide an in-depth look at the life and time of the people who are 

being explored. 

NO REQUIRED BOOKS 
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A6.  Mathematical and Economic Models of Elections 

Tuesdays 3:00 - 4:30 pm 

September 15, 22, 29, October 6, 13 

In this course we will investigate mathematical, statistical and economic models of elections looking at the 

current presidential election as well as senate and representative elections at the federal and state levels.  We 

will examine polling and prediction as well as research on past elections. Particular attention will be paid to the 

research of Ray Fair of Yale University. 

ZOOM LINK: Sent to paid and registered members before the start of course. 

CLASS LIMIT: 95 

INSTRUCTOR: William O’Brien holds a PhD in Economics from Northeastern University and is Professor 

Emeritus of Economics at Worcester State University. His research interests range from public choice to the 

effect of taxes on economic behavior to the determination of MCAS scores to globalization. 

NO REQUIRED BOOKS 

FOR THE FIRST CLASS: https://fairmodel.econ.yale.edu/vote2020/index2.htm Skim to get a feel of what we 

will be talking about. Later go to https://www.realclearpolitics.com/epolls/latest polls/ and 

https://projects.fivethirtyeight.com/polls/ 
 

 

A7.  Mosses for Beginners 

Wednesday, 10:00 - 11:30 am 

September 16, 23, 30, October 7, 14 

Mosses are everywhere - dark green carpets or smaller splotches on forest floor and lawns among many other 

places, often surprising us when they reveal their presence and brighten and enlarge in wet weather. Although 

relatively small in stature, mosses are present in any and every habitat and live in all continents including 

Antarctica, growing on tree limbs, rocks, stone walls, cemetery markers, asphalt, sidewalks, concrete 

abutments, soil, sand, and even metal roofs, often in the company of lichens in beautiful micro communities. 

We will look at the range of common local species and study the role of mosses in ecosystems. 

ZOOM LINK: Sent to paid and registered members before the start of course. 

CLASS LIMIT: 95 

INSTRUCTOR: Joe Choiniere has taught hundreds of natural history classes and workshops in all aspects of 

nature study, especially plants and fungi. He has been an instructor for Fitchburg State’s ALFA series (similar 

to WISE) and continues to lead nature programs for several organizations in the local area. 

NO REQUIRED BOOKS 
 

 

A8.  The News Media We Hate to Love 

Wednesdays 1:00 - 2:30pm 

September 16, 23, 30, October 7, 14 

We want to trust and admire our news sources but are not sure we can.  At least we can understand them a little 

more.  We will look at the nature of news and how we receive it and perceive it by considering topics such as 

what constitutes credibility; the benefits and problems of non-stop coverage; newsworthiness; consumer 

expectations and biases; the impact of shrinking newsrooms; and where the lines are among news, opinion and 

punditry. 

ZOOM LINK: Sent to paid and registered members before the start of course. 

CLASS LIMIT: 95 

INSTRUCTOR: Rosemary McCarthy has a Master of Arts in Journalism from the University of Nevada, 

Reno, where she was also Assistant Professor from 2002 – 2012.  She also has broadcast experience in 

television and radio. 



 

5 
 

REQUIRED BOOK: Bill Kovach and Tom Rosenstiel. The Elements of Journalism: What Newspeople Should 

Know and the Public Should Expect. Revised and Updated 3rd Ed. (2014).   Three Rivers Press.  

ISBN 9780804136785. 
 

 

A9. Shakespeare’s Antony and Cleopatra 

Wednesdays 3:00 - 4:30 pm  

September 16, 23, 30, October 7, 14 

Antony and Cleopatra is Shakespeare’s last great tragedy.  But commentators from the 18th, 19th and early 20th 

centuries rejected Cleopatra as a heroic figure, saw Shakespeare’s dramatic structure as disordered, and 

dismissed the play as not a “true tragedy.”  Thus, Antony and Cleopatra became Shakespeare’s least known 

“great” play until our current times reclaimed this amazing drama. Shakespeare’s assaults on dualisms such as 

masculine/feminine, ration/intuitive and comic/tragic make it great. 

ZOOM Link: Sent to paid and registered members before the start of course. 

CLASS LIMIT: 95 

INSTRUCTOR: Helen Whall received her PhD from Yale University in 1976 and then joined the faculty of 

the College of the Holy Cross until her retirement in 2017. She taught courses in Shakespeare, Renaissance 

Drama, Modern Drama, Law & Drama, and Dramatic Comedy. She has one published book and several essays 

on Shakespeare and other forms of drama and has served as the theater reviews editor for Theatre Journal. 

REQUIRED BOOK:  Folger Edition of Antony and Cleopatra. 
 

 

A10. The Transcontinental Railroad 

Thursdays 10:00 - 11:30 am 

September 10, 17, 24, October 1, 8 

In the sesquicentennial year of its completion, we will examine the creation of the first rail line to cross the U.S.  

It was a tremendous feat of engineering, a massive public boondoggle, a vehicle for racial prejudice and virtual 

genocide, a death march of cutthroat competition, and a corrupt political stew all rolling on rails 4’8 ½” apart. 

ZOOM Link: Sent to paid and registered members before the start of course. 

CLASS LIMIT: 95 

INSTRUCTOR: Victor Saffrin has a BA in Theater and Economics and an MS in Computer Science and is 

now retired from a career spanning rock-and-roll lighting roadie, laser light show designer, embedded software 

engineer, and engineering process manager.  He has taught WISE courses for several years. 

NO REQUIRED BOOKS 
 

 

A11. The Beatles - A Deep Dive 

Thursdays 1:00 - 2:30 pm 

September 10, 17, 24, October 1, 8, 29, November 5, 12, 19, December 3 

The Beatles are arguably the most influential, innovative, and popular musical group of the 20th century. This 

ten-week course is an in-depth study of the Beatles—their personal lives, their music, their influences, and their 

legacy. Also to be covered are the people who made significant contributions to their success, including their 

manager, Brian Epstein, and their record producer, George Martin, who is often referred to as “the 5th Beatle.” 

ZOOM LINK: Sent to paid and registered members before the start of course. 

CLASS LIMIT: 95 

INSTRUCTOR: Joe Corn spent most of his professional career working as an engineer. He also taught in the 

NYC school system, Springfield Technical Community College, Penn State University, and worked as a 

technical instructor for Moore Products Co. Joe has taught a number of music and technology courses for WISE 

and is a former WISE President.  

NO REQUIRED BOOKS 
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A12. The Law of Pandemics 

Thursdays 3:00 – 4:30 pm 

September 10, 17, 24, October 1, 8 

This course will examine the legal, economic, and sociological implications of pandemics. We will study the 

history of pandemics; constitutional dimensions of pandemics (including federalism issues, scope of executive 

power, and restrictions on business and travel); the role of the government (including emergency powers, 

coordination between federal and state governments, and the role of the scientific/public health infrastructure); 

healthcare issues (including allocation of medical supplies and equipment, risks to medical personnel, testing, 

and vaccine/drug development); and the economics of pandemics (including balancing health and the economy, 

federal financial support, employee protection, liability, and insurance). 

ZOOM LINK: Sent to paid and registered members before the start of course. 

CLASS LIMIT: 95 

INSTRUCTOR: John S. Ross, III (Jack) holds degrees from Yale University and the University of Virginia 

School of Law. He served as Adjunct Professor of Law at Washington & Lee University School of Law. Jack 

has taught numerous WISE courses on constitutional law topics. 

NO REQUIRED BOOKS 
 

 

A13. Our Changing Climate - Our Legacy 

Fridays 10:00 - 11:30am 

September 11, 18, 25, October 2, 9 

Human-induced changes in the earth’s climate, long predicted by scientists, are now a frequent topic in the daily 

news. There is debate about what immediate actions we must take to lessen/change the current trends. This has 

increased the political temperature. We will provide an overview of the scientific, economic, and ethical aspects 

of the situation and outline current political arguments. The good news is that scientists now have a much better 

understanding of climate change, and technological advances give us good options to mitigate or reverse the 

impacts. What is needed now is the will to implement the needed changes. The future may be less bleak than we 

think. 

ZOOM LINK: Sent to paid and registered members before the start of course. 

CLASS LIMIT: 95 

INSTRUCTORS: Les Blatt is Professor Emeritus of Physics at Clark University. His research interests include 

work in experimental nuclear physics and astrophysics, as well as modern approaches to learning and teaching 

science. He has created and taught WISE courses in a variety of areas including the relationships between 

science and more familiar aspects of our lives. Joe Corn spent most of his professional career working as an 

engineer. He also taught in the NYC school system, Springfield Technical Community College, Penn State 

University, and worked as a technical instructor for Moore Products Co. Joe has taught a number of music and 

technology courses for WISE and is a former WISE President. 

NO REQUIRED BOOKS 
 

 

A14. Rod Serling’s The Twilight Zone 

Fridays 1:00 - 2:30pm 

September 11, 18, 25, October 2, 9 

Rod Serling was an Emmy-winning television writer when he devised The Twilight Zone. He was sensitive to 

censorship but wanted to address subjects deemed controversial in the 1950’s and early 60’s.  He found the 

genres of fantasy and science fiction to be the ideal media to get across his message.  This demonstrated 

Serling’s creative mind for educating people on controversial topics in a non-provocative way.  Episodes from 

the classic series will be shown and discussed. 

ZOOM LINK: Sent to paid and registered members before the start of course. 
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CLASS LIMIT: 95 

INSTRUCTOR: Gary Shahinian earned a PhD in Philosophy from Vrije Universiteit of Amsterdam, 

Netherlands.  His doctoral dissertation examines the problem of evil. He taught philosophy and theology 

courses at Redeemer College in Ontario, Dordt College in Iowa, and at Worcester State University. He recently 

completed twenty years as the Senior Pastor of Park Congregational Church, Worcester. 

NO REQUIRED BOOKS 
 

 

A15. We Wanted More 

Fridays 3:00 - 4:30pm 

September 11, 25, October 2, 9, 16 

We have been spoiled with the prodigious number of brilliant performances such actors as Meryl Streep, Judi 

Dench, and Alec Guinness.  This course will offer tribute to gifted movie actors whose careers were too short.  

Hearing their names -William Holden, Philip Seymour Hoffman, Jean Harlow, Brittany Murphy - makes us 

wistful.  Which of them received their due in fame and honor? Which did not? 

ZOOM LINK: Sent to paid and registered members before the start of course. 

CLASS LIMIT: 95 

INSTRUCTOR: Jeff Long has offered film studies courses at WISE since 2014 and has been writing movie 

reviews for the Worcester Telegram & Gazette since 2008.  He also taught film studies courses at Becker 

College and is the author of the reading guide Remembered Childhoods (2007). 

NO REQUIRED BOOKS 
 

 

B Session: October/November 

 
B1. Faulkner’s Patchwork South: Pride, Shame and American Creation in Absalom, Absalom! 

Mondays, 10:00 - 11:30 am 

October 26, November 2, 9, 16, 23 

William Cuthbert Faulkner, born in 1897, was raised in Oxford, Mississippi, where he spent most of his life. 

One of the towering figures of American literature, he is the author of The Sound and the Fury, Absalom, 

Absalom!, and As I Lay Dying, among other remarkable books. Faulkner was awarded the Nobel Prize in 1950 

and France’s Legion of Honor in 1951. He died in 1962. We will look at Faulkner the man, scandalous in some 

ways yet committed to literature. Reading Faulkner can be both daunting and rewarding. Experience love, 

sexuality, the American South, emerging literary trends, culture, time, religion and more through the lens of 

some of the most memorable literary characters.  

ZOOM LINK: Sent to paid and registered members before the start of course. 

CLASS LIMIT: 95 

INSTRUCTOR: Tim Burger is rector of St. Luke’s Episcopal Church in Worcester.  He studied at the 

University of GA (Literature and Philosophy; The General Seminary, NYC (Divinity); Union Seminary, NYC 

(Religion and Literature) and is currently working on his MFA at Sewanee: The University of the South.  He 

has a love of southern writers including Flannery O’Connor and William Faulkner. 

REQUIRED BOOK: Absalom, Absalom! , William Faulkner ISBN 9780679732181 
FOR THE FIRST CLASS: Read as much of the novel as you can. 

 

 

B2. The Cookbook of the Stars: Are We Stardust? 

Mondays 1:00 - 2:30pm 

October 26, November 2, 9, 16, 23 
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Nearly all the elements in the periodic table are “cooked up” by nuclear reactions in the stars.  We will look at 

the entire “life cycle” of stars, from “birth” – the gravitational in-gathering of material in space to form a new 

star – to the long stable period during which the star shines brightly while heavy elements are being fused from 

lighter ones, to the star’s eventual “death.”  That stellar demise often results in a supernova, spreading the star’s 

newly created elements through space: raw material available for forming new generations of stars and planets.  

Along the way, there are detectable markers which astronomers and physicists can use to discover and track the 

star’s composition and activity.  The Hubble Space Telescope, along with other recent additions to the 

astronomer’s toolkit, enhance our understanding of these processes and give us examples of the beauty inherent 

in the natural world.   

ZOOM LINK: Sent to paid and registered members before the start of course. 

CLASS LIMIT: 95 

INSTRUCTOR: Les Blatt is Professor Emeritus of Physics at Clark University. His research interests include 

work in experimental nuclear physics and astrophysics, as well as modern approaches to learning and teaching 

science. He has created and taught WISE courses in a variety of areas including the relationships between 

science and more familiar aspects of our lives. 

RECOMMENDED BOOK:  Hubble’s Universe - Updated and Expanded Edition, by Terence Dickenson. 

Firefly, 2017. ISBN 978-1-77085-997-5 
 

 

B3.  The Berlin Wall 

Mondays 3:00 - 4:30pm 

October 26, November 2, 9, 16, 23 

The Berlin Wall was a guarded concrete barrier that physically divided communist East Berlin from West 

Berlin from 1961 to 1989. Its purpose was to prevent citizens from fleeing the communist German Democratic 

Republic for the freer and more prosperous West. There were many daring escapes, but more than 100 escapers 

were killed by the guards. The building of the Wall symbolized the hardening divisions in the Cold War. Two 

U.S. Presidents made famous speeches at the Wall, and the fall of the Berlin Wall marked the end of the Cold 

War. In each class there will be discussion of assigned chapters from our text, The Berlin Wall: A World 

Divided, by Frederick Taylor. We will look at world leaders such as Kennedy, Khrushchev, Reagan, and 

Gorbachev, as well as German leaders Ulbricht, Adenauer, Brandt, and Honecker. We’ll examine East German 

government and its infamous Stasi secret police force, of which Nazi hunter Simon Wiesenthal said "The Stasi 

was much, much worse than the Gestapo, if you consider only the oppression of its own people.” We will also 

hear the human stories of ordinary Germans on both sides of the Wall, and we’ll see how the Wall was 

documented by its contemporaries in words and pictures.   

ZOOM LINK: Sent to paid and registered members before the start of course. 

CLASS LIMIT: 95 

INSTRUCTOR:  David Nevard is a retired IT professional. While in high school, he took advanced courses at 

Brandeis, including European Politics, which started a lifelong interest in the history and politics of Europe. His 

wife’s family were displaced persons after World War II which inspired a WISE course on Displaced Persons. 

REQUIRED BOOK: The Berlin Wall: A World Divided, 1961-1989 by Frederick Taylor, Harper 2007. ISBN 

9780060786144. 
 

 

B4.  The Rise of American Air Power 

Tuesdays 10:00 - 11:30 am 

October 27, November 3, 10, 17, 24 

This course will look at the evolution of American air power from its initial development at the end of the 19th 

century to the present.  It will examine both tactical and strategic decisions regarding its development.  We will 
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also look at the impact of the military on commercial aviation and vice versa.  Focus in the course will be on the 

pioneers, WWI and WWII, and contemporary use of airpower. 

ZOOM LINK: Sent to paid and registered members before the start of course. 

CLASS LIMIT: 95 

INSTRUCTOR:  Jed Watters is a former Assumption University history professor and retired naval officer. 

NO REQUIRED BOOKS 
 

 

B5.  Asia, Global Trade, and How We Got Here! 

Tuesdays 1:00 - 2:30 pm 

October 27, November 3, 10, 17, December 1 

International trade began with the Silk Road and Marco Polo and developed into imperial and colonial 

competition and control in Asia. The end of WWII brought both a new trade and political structure, promoting 

free and open markets leading to the World Trade Organization (WTO) and the current world trading system. 

Asian economics have emerged as dominant participants in the new global supply chain, creating a demand for 

change in trade policy with new trade agreements. Trade conflict and “American First” are changing the global 

economy. We will look at it all and make some guesses about the future. 

ZOOM LINK: Sent to paid and registered members before the start of course. 

CLASS LIMIT: 95 

INSTRUCTOR:  Pete Murphy retired from teaching Management in the Business Studies Department at 

Assumption University in August 2011. He came to Assumption after a long career in the international energy 

industry managing a variety of business and technical organizations. 

NO REQUIRED BOOKS 
 

 

B6.  Yiddish Stories in Translation from The Forward 

Tuesdays 3:00 - 4:30 pm 

October 27, November 3, 10, 17, 24 

The Forward is a renowned Jewish newspaper published originally in 1897.The Norton Anthology was 

published in 2017 and contains more than a century of fiction in translation from the Yiddish. Ezra Glinter, 

editor, collected these short works which reflect 120 years of the life of the paper and the lives of Jewish 

immigrants through poverty, two world wars, and a redefinition of Jewish identity through assimilation. 

ZOOM LINK: Sent to paid and registered members before the start of course. 

CLASS LIMIT: 95 

INSTRUCTOR:  Marcia Tannenbaum is a longtime WISE instructor who has been teaching in Jewish and 

secular settings since 1967.  She holds a B.A. and a M.A. in English from Simmons and a J.D. from the 

University of Connecticut School of Law.  Marcia grew up hearing “secret” Yiddish in her home and often 

hears her grandchildren speaking Yiddish. 

REQUIRED BOOK: Have I Got a Story for You.  Ezra Gilnter (Ed). W.W. Norton and Co., 2017.  

ISBN 978393062700. 
 

 

B7.  There’s Something Happening Here 

Tuesdays 3:00 - 4:30 pm 

October 27, November 3, 10, 17, 24 

A look at how rock music changed in the 1960’s. The course considers the factors that led to this change and the 

outcomes that changed the music industry. Topics to be covered include the cultural and social elements of the 

early 60’s, the music trends in the early 60’s, and the ensuing changes is the music scene throughout the 60’s. 

ZOOM LINK: Sent to paid and registered members before the start of course. 

CLASS LIMIT: 95 
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INSTRUCTOR:  Lee Morin has hosted a local radio show for the past 25 years on WCUW.  He has a good 

understanding of rock, blues, R & B, and country music genres.  He is retired now but spent years 

training/teaching corporate staff at UMASS Medical School and Hanover Insurance. 

NO REQUIRED BOOKS 
 
 

B8.  Geology of Massachusetts 

Wednesdays 10:00 – 11:30 am 

October 28, November 4, 11, 18, December 2 

Massachusetts has a fascinating history written in its rocks and dirt. Throughout the eons, this part of the 

country has seen volcanoes and earthquakes, been a tropical island and been compressed under miles of ice. We 

will explore our local and regional geology through virtual field trips to learn about some of our geological 

wonders including rocks and minerals, glaciers and stonewalls, continental drift, dinosaurs, and monadnocks 

and meadows. Participants will be encouraged to share and discuss their favorite geological photos or artifacts. 

ZOOM LINK: Sent to paid and registered members before the start of course. 

CLASS LIMIT: 95 

INSTRUCTOR:  Martha Gach is Conservation Coordinator at Mass Audubon’s Broad Meadow Brook 

Conservation Center and Wildlife Sanctuary in Worcester and teaches at Worcester State University. She holds 

her doctorate in Ecology and Evolutionary Biology from the University of Michigan and taught in the Peace 

Corps in Central Africa. She directs adult education program at Broad Meadow Brook. 

RECOMMENDED BOOK:  Roadside Geology of Massachusetts by James Skehan. Mountain Press. ISBN 

0878424296. 
 
 

B9.  American Painters During Our Revolutionary War 

Wednesdays 1:00 - 2:30 pm 

October 28, November 4, 11, 18, December 2 

This course will explore five of the most prominent American artists during our Revolutionary War, their 

artistic contributions, as well as their involvement with the war. Although Benjamin West spent the period of 

the war in London, he trained and inspired three generations of American artists. While John Singleton Copley 

tried to take a bipartisan approach during the war, Charles Wilson Peale was an exemplary patriot and served 

under George Washington. Gilbert Stuart, a Loyalist, spent the war in Great Britain, yet with his return in 1793, 

his paintings of George Washington became icons of the Revolutionary War. We will complete our study with 

John Trumbull, personal aide to Washington, who has been referred to as “The Painter of the Revolution”. 

ZOOM LINK: Sent to paid and registered members before the start of course. 

CLASS LIMIT: 95 

INSTRUCTOR:  Martha Chiarchiaro has brought history to life through the art of the times for more than 30 

years. She received her Masters degree in the History of Art from Williams College and teaches a variety of art 

history courses at the Worcester Art Museum and other local cultural organizations. Her examination of specific 

periods, artists, and activities provides an in-depth look at the life and times of the artists. She is fascinated by 

American history and the role of American artists in portraying the Revolutionary War. 

RECOMMENDED BOOK:  Of Arms and Artists, Paul Staiti. Bloomsbury Press, 2016.  

ISBN 9781632864659. 
 
 

B10.  Election 2020 

Wednesdays 3:00 - 4:30 pm 

October 28, November 4, 11, 18, December 2 
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John Adams wrote to Thomas Jefferson in 1787 saying, “Elections, my dear sir . . .  I look at with terror.” 

(Rightly so. The Jefferson-Adams campaign was bitter and personal.) Despite that dread we have continued to 

hold these quadrennial festivals of electoral excess, adding time, money/funding, and chicanery as we go. The 

election of 2020 carries on these grand traditions. This course will review and analyze the candidates and issues 

leading up to the election, the election results themselves, and the prospects ahead for the next presidential and 

congressional terms. 

ZOOM LINK: Sent to paid and registered members before the start of course. 

CLASS LIMIT: 95 

INSTRUCTOR:  Karl Hakkarainen is Technology Advisor for WISE. He has taught WISE courses covering 

digital literacy, social networks, history, music, and social events. He graduated from Amherst College. 

NO REQUIRED BOOKS 
 
 

B11.  The Body of an Ethereal God 
Thursdays 10:00 - 11:30 am 

October 29, November 5, 12, 19, December 3 

The hand of God. God turned God’s back. God watches over us. God walks beside us. It had a pleasing smell to 

God. God heard Adam walking in the garden. God dwells amid the camp. Why do we describe God, something 

without form and being, in such technical ways? This class will focus on Hebrew Bible texts as we look at these 

questions, try to find some answers, and more. May this course be from our mouths to God’s ears. 

ZOOM LINK: Sent to paid and registered members before the start of course. 

CLASS LIMIT: 95 

INSTRUCTOR:  Rabbi Aviva Fellman is the spiritual leader of Congregation Beth Israel in Worcester. She 

holds a BA in Religious Studies from the University of Pittsburgh and earned her Master’s in Talmud and 

Jewish Law from Machon Schechter in Jerusalem. Rabbi Fellman was ordained by the Jewish Theological 

Seminary (JTS) in NYC in 2012. 

RECOMMENDED BOOK: Any translation of the Bible 
 

 

B12.  The Beatles - A Deep Dive (Continued from A11) 

Thursdays 1:00 - 2:30 pm 

October 29, November 5, 12, 19, December 3 

ZOOM LINK: Sent to paid and registered members before the start of course. 

CLASS LIMIT:  95 

INSTRUCTOR:  Joe Corn 
 
 

B13.  Electing a President the American Way 

Thursdays 3:00 - 4:30 pm 

October 29, November 5, 12, 19, December 3 

This course will examine the legal and historical framework of the presidential electoral system. We will 

examine the constitutional framework and history of the electoral system; the evolution of the voting process; 

the history and scheme of the electoral college, the pros and cons of the system, and proposals for reform; the 

role of political parties; the role of money in politics and the evolution of campaign finance reform; and current 

issues facing the electoral process (including voter suppression, voter fraud, the efficacy of the Voting Rights 

Act, and current litigation impacting voting rights).      

ZOOM LINK: Sent to paid and registered members before the start of course. 

CLASS LIMIT: 95 
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INSTRUCTOR:  John S. Ross, III holds degrees from Yale University and the University of Virginia School 

of Law and served as Adjunct Professor of Law at Washington & Lee University.  He has taught a variety of 

courses in the WISE program focusing on constitutional law and the Supreme Court. 

NO REQUIRED BOOKS 
 

 

B14.  America Imagines the Future: A Social History, 1930 - 1965 
Fridays 10:00 - 11:30 am 

October 30, November 6, 13, 20, December 4 

Throughout much of the first half of the 20th century, Americans imagined a brighter future as the nation’s 

rising power and scientific know-how unleashed a series of imaginative visions.  At the height of American 

futurism, a life with flying cars, undersea cities, robots, space travel, and technological marvels seemed to be on 

the horizon.  The optimistic spirit persisted despite world wars, the Cold War, and other challenges.  In this 

course we look at the evolution of American thinking about the future and at how world events shape our 

expectations about tomorrow. 

ZOOM LINK: Sent to paid and registered members before the start of course. 

CLASS LIMIT: 95 

INSTRUCTOR:  Gordon Arnold is the author of several books about popular culture and U. S. society.  He is 

professor of Liberal Arts at Montserrat College of Art where he has taught courses in Sociology and film history 

for more than thirty years. 

NO REQUIRED BOOKS 
 
 

B15.  The Devil: History of a Concept 
Fridays 1:00 - 2:30 pm 

October 30, November 6, 13, 20, December 4 

The concept of the Devil or malevolent figure of evil is as old as religion. Who or what is the Devil and where 

did it originate? Where does it reside? In this course we will take a historical approach (from the western 

cultural tradition), investigating the Hebrew Bible figures of the serpent, Satan and mythological creatures 

symbolizing evil. We will explore the New Testament idea of the Devil as found in Gospels, some letters, and 

the Book of Revelation. Finally, we will look at how the concept developed in various stages of Christianity and 

in Islam. 

ZOOM LINK: Sent to paid and registered members before the start of course. 

CLASS LIMIT: 95 

INSTRUCTOR:  Gary Shahinian earned a PhD in Philosophy from Vrije Universiteit of Amsterdam, 

Netherlands.  His doctoral dissertation examines the problem of evil. He taught philosophy and theology 

courses at Redeemer College in Ontario, Dordt College in Iowa, and at Worcester State University. He recently 

completed twenty years as the Senior Pastor of Park Congregational Church, Worcester. 

RECOMMENDED BOOKS: 

The Devil, Jeffrey Burton Russell, Cornell University Press, ISBN 978-0801494093 

Satan, Jeffrey Burton Russell, Cornell University Press, ISBN 978-0801494130 

Lucifer, Jeffrey Burton Russell, Cornell University Press, ISBN 978-0801494291 

Mephistopheles, Jeffrey Burton Russell, Cornell University Press, ISBN 978-0801497186 

The Prince of Darkness, Jeffrey Burton Russell, Cornell University Press, ISBN 978-0801480560 
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B16.  Worcester Poets Present Tense 

Fridays 3:00 - 4:30 pm 

October 30, November 6, 13, 20, December 4 

The course will deal with contemporary poets of Worcester. Many have books published. Guest readers will 

share a selection of poems. Ten local poets will visit the class (Zoom in!). The roster of poets includes 

Worcester’s two Poet Laureates, Juan Matos and Youth Poet Laureate Amina Mohammed. Other poets joining 

the class sessions are Native American/French Canadian poet Cheryl Savageau; Dave MacPherson who runs a 

weekly venue, “Listen,” at Nick’s; Tony Brown, slam poet; Rodger Martin, past editor of Worcester Review; 

and Dominican poet Abraham Freeman. 

ZOOM LINK: Sent to paid and registered members before the start of course. 

CLASS LIMIT: 95 

INSTRUCTOR:  Eve Rifkah earned her MFA in 2002 from Vermont College of Fine Arts. She has taught at 

WPI. She is the author of three published books on historical poetry and is published in many journals. She is a 

founder of Poetry Oasis, a non-profit venue for local and international poets, and founder and editor from 2001-

07 of Diner, a literary journal. 

NO REQUIRED BOOKS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Join us online this fall! 


